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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . Claims 1 -20 are presented for examination. 

Paper Submitted 

2. It is hereby acknowledged that the following papers have been received and placed of 
record in the file: 

a. Information Disclosure Statements as received on 5/3 1/05, 5/20/05, and 3/23/04 
are considered. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

f 

4. Claims 17 and 20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by King et al., 
US Publication Number 2002/0087868 Al, hereinafter King. 

5. Referring to claim 17, King teaches a method of configuring a device for operation in a 
network (page 2 [001 1], lines 1-4), comprising: 

a. detecting the installation of a portable computer-readable media device (page 4 
[0064] lines 1-4, step 82); 

b. based on the step of detecting (step 82), automatically uploading a configuration 
from the portable computer-readable media device (page 4 [0064] steps 84-87), 
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wherein the configuration includes network settings and device configuration 
information (page 2 [001 1] lines 1-4); 

c. applying the configuration automatically to the device (page 5 [0064] lines 1-3, 
step 88); and 

d. joining the device to the network (page 1 [0001]). 

6. Referring to claim 20, King teaches the method of claim 17, further comprising writing a 
device configuration file describing the device to the computer-readable media device 
(page 2 [001 1] lines 1-4, page 4 [0039], lines 1-6, page 12 claim 4 configuration 
information are stored in the portable storage device as a file). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

7. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

8. Claims 1-5, 7-11, 13-16, and 18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over King in views of Cedola, US Publication Number 2004/0221298 Al, 
hereinafter Cedola. 

9. Referring to claim 1, King teaches a method of provisioning a network device with 
network settings (page 2 [001 1], lines 1-4), comprising: 

a. determining a network settings configuration for allowing the network device to 



join a network (page 2 [001 1], lines 1-4), wherein the network settings 
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configuration includes at least a network name (network identity, page 2 [001 1]) 
and a network encryption key (page 2 [0013]; 

b. generating a file including the network settings configuration (page 4 [0059] 
configuration is pre-stored in the portable storage device, therefore the file was 
generated prior than the pre-stored) ; and 

c. writing the file to a portable computer-readable media device (page 2 [001 1] lines 
1-4, page 4 [0039], lines 1-6, page 12 claim 4 configuration information are stored 
in the portable storage device as a file). 

King does not teach the file is an XML file. 

Cedola teaches that network configuration information is stored in XML format. 

It would have been obvious to a person with ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to have the file of King to be stored in XML format because 
King teaches a network configuration file for reconfiguring a computer device, and 
Cedola suggests a network configuration could be stored in XML format (page 4 [0039], 
page 1 [0016]) 

A person with ordinary skill in the art would have been motivated to make the 
modification to King because having the network configuration file in XML format, 
would all easier and simpler communication between internal and external systems. 
10. Referring to claim 2, King as modified teaches the method of claim 1, wherein the. 

network encryption key is automatically generated (page 2 [0013] lines 1-3, 6-7, digitally 
signed corresponds to "automatically"). 
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11. Referring to claim 3, King as modified teaches the method of claim 1, wherein the 
network settings further include wireless network settings (page 1 1 [0158], wireless). 

12. Referring to claim 4, King as modified teaches the method of claim 1, wherein 
determining the network settings configuration includes collecting data from a user (page 
4 [0057], [0059], pre-stored). 

13. Referring to claim 5, King as modified teaches the method of claim 1, wherein 
determining the network settings configuration includes using an application program 
interface (API) of an operating system to determine the network settings (Cedola, page 
4[0039]). 

14. Referring to claim 7, King as modified teaches the method of claim 1, wherein 
determining the network settings configuration is further for allowing the network device 
to join a peer-to-peer network (page 3 [0041]). 

15. Referring to claim 8, King as modified teaches the method of claim 1, wherein 
determining the network settings configuration is further for allowing the network device 
to join a domain-based network (page 3 [0041], Internet). 

16. Referring to claim 9, King as modified teaches the method of claim 1, wherein the 
network settings have a time to live, and are invalid after the time to live has expired 
(page 6 [0083]). 

17. Referring to claim 10, King as modified teaches the method of claim 1, further 
comprising reading a device configuration describing the network device from the 
portable computer-readable media device (Page 2 [001 1], network identity). 
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18. Referring to claim 1 1, King teaches the portable computer-readable media device for 
provisioning an electronic device with network settings, the portable computer-readable 
media device having stored thereon data comprising: an XML file containing a network 
settings configuration for configuring the device to join a network (see rejection to claim 
1); and an autorun file for prompting the device to automatically apply the network 
settings configuration (page 4 [0064]). 

19. Referring to claim 13, King as modified teaches the portable computer-readable media 
device of claim 11, wherein the network settings include at least one of wireless 
configuration settings, local area network settings, wide area network settings, and 
broadband modem settings (page 3 [0041]). 

20. Referring to claim 14, King as modified teaches the portable computer-readable media 
device of claim 11, further comprising multiple versions of the network settings 
configuration (page 3 [0041], configuration associated with each. network corresponds to 
a version of the network settings configuration). 

21. Referring to claim 15, King as modified teaches the portable computer-readable media 
device of claim 11, further comprising an application for configuring the portable 
computer-readable media device, wherein the application executes on a computer 
connected to the portable computer-readable media device (page 4 [0059] lines 7-10). 

22. Referring to claim 16, King as modified teaches the portable computer-readable media 
device of claim 11, further comprising a device configuration file describing device- 
specific information ((page 2 [0011] lines 1-4, page 4 [0039], lines 1-6, page 12 claim 4 
configuration information are stored in the portable storage device as a file). 
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23. Claims 6, and 12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over King in 
views of Cedola, and in further views of Polcha et al., US Publication Number 
2003/0217126 Al, hereinafter Polcha. 

24. Referring to claims 6 and 12, King as modified teaches an invention as described in 
claims 1 and 1 1 . King does not teach wherein the portable computer-readable media 
device is a USB flash drive. 

However, Polcha teaches the use of USB drive for network configuration (page 
11 [0124], page 12 claim 7) 

It would have been obvious to a person with ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to have portable storage device of King to be the USB flash drive 
because King teaches where the portable storage device is hand holdable and hand 
insertable into and remove from the computer system, such as a SIM, or MEMORY 
STICK (page 4 [0058]), and King further teaches the computer system equipped with 
USB interfaces (page 1 1 [0150]), and Polcha suggests that the use of USB drive for 
netrwork configuration. 

A person with ordinary skill in the art would have been motivated to make the 
m modification to King because having the USB drive as the portable storage medium 
would allow hardware to be simply plugged in and automatically recognized (Plug and 
Play) while the computer is running as taught by Polcha. 

25. Claim 19 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over King in views of 
Polcha et al., US Publication Number 2003/0217126 Al, hereinafter Polcha. 
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26. Referring to claim 19, King as modified teaches an invention as described in claim 17. 
King does not teach wherein the portable computer-readable media device is a USB flash 
drive. 

However, Polcha teaches the use of USB drive for network configuration (page 
11 [0124], page 12 claim 7) 

It would have been obvious to a person with ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to have portable storage device of King to be the USB flash drive 
because King teaches where the portable storage device is hand holdable and hand 
insertable into and remove from the computer system, such as a SIM, or MEMORY 
STICK (page 4 [0058]), and King further teaches the computer system equipped with 
USB interfaces (page 1 1 [0150]), and Polcha suggests that the use of USB drive for 
netrwork configuration. 

A person with ordinary skill in the art would have been motivated to make the 
modification to King because having the USB drive as the portable storage medium 
would allow hardware to be simply plugged in and automatically recognized (Plug and 
Play) while the computer is running as taught by Polcha. 

Conclusion 

27. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. Applicant is reminded that in amending in response to a rejection of claims, 
the patentable novelty must be clearly shown in view of the state of the art disclosed by 
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the references cited and the objection made. Applicant must show how the amendments 
avoid such references and objections. See 37 CFR 1.11 1(c). 

28. Any inquiry concerning tliis communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Liang-che Alex Wang whose telephone number is 
(571)272-3992. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday thru Friday, 8:30 am 
to 5:00 pm. 

29. If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Saleh Najjar can be reached on (571)272-4006. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

30. Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published 
applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 
information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For 
more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you 
have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business 
Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



Liang-che Alex Wang 
September 5, 2007 




